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They fmg the ſong of Moſes the ſervant 
of God, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſay- 
ing, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God almighty; juſt and true are 
thy ways, thou King of ſaints. 


HIS is a day of great joy to us by 
appointing it to be the ſeaſon of your 
early meeting z you make it the day 
of your publicꝭ praiſe to God, for the 
remarkable appearance of his provi- 
dence in the peaceable acceſſion of his Majeſty to 
the throne. But inaſmuch as it is a time, when 
ſeveral churches in this city uſe to attend ſermons, 
in order to prepare them for the ſolemn remembrance 
of Chriſt's death, I have choſen the words now 
read to be the ſubject of my preſent diſcourſe, 
The book of Revelation, whereof they are a 
part, contains many things very hard to be under- 
ſtood ; yet it is not void of matter that may be 
inſtructive to the weakeſt, My text plainly repre- 
ſents to us our duty, by giving an account of 
What 1s perform'd by the faithful ſervants of God. 
A 3 They 


VS 


(4) 
They that are here ſaid to /ing the ſong of Moſes 
the (vant of God, and the ſong of the Lamb, are 
deſcrib'd in verſ. 2. they had gotten the victory over 
the beaſt, and over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name. The beſt of proteſ- 
tant interpreters underſtand by the Beaſt, Rome Pagan, 
and by the Image of the Beaſt, Rome Papal ; and 
the reſemblance of the latter to the former, is ſo 
viſible in many things, that it well deſerves the 
character of its image. 
We have in chap. xiij. 2 * of the 
- impoſing method taken to con train perſons to re- 
ceive the mark of the beaſt, v. 17. no man might 
buy or ſell ſave he that had the mark, or the name 
of the beaſt, or the number of his name; that is, he who 
would not profeſs a ſubjection to him, was turn'd 
out of his livelihood, and treated, as if he was not 
fit to have any intereſt, even in this world. 
Many Popiſh decrees and excommunications ſeem 
plainly to be an accompliſhment of this. Now 
thoſe, who get the victory over the beaſt, and over 
his image, and over his mark, and over the num- 
ber of 2 name, are ſuch as reſiſt all temptations 
to conform to his will, and practiſe his abominati- 
ons, who endure any hardſhips, rather than ſub- 
mit to his dominion. Theſe appear'd to St. John, 
as ſtanding on a ſea of glaſi, mingled with fire. There 
are ſeveral who chink, that the ſea of glaſs, ming- 
led with fire, f1gnifies this world, which 1s unſta- 
ble as the ſea, its glory is brittle as glaſs, the en- 
joyments of it have great mixtures of trouble, 
and &'re long, it ſhall be conſumed by fire *. 
The victorious perſons ſtanding on this ſea, are 
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* 2 Pet. iii. 12. 
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faid to have the harps of God *, and they expreſs 


ſome ſignal defeat given their perſecuting enemies, 
by ſinging the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, 
and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great, &c. 
It may be proper to take notice, 3 
1. Of the titles given to what they ſing. The 
ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the 
Lamb. Moſes was imploy'd by God, to deliver 
his choſen people from their Egyptian bondage; 
and upon the account of the many remarkable 
ſervices done by him in Egypt, and the wilder- 
neſs, he is ſtil'd the ſervant of God, by way of 
eminence. When Pharaoh, the great enemy of the 
children of 1Fael, and his hoſt were overthrown 
in the Red Sea ; an excellent ſong was compoſed 
by Moſes, which was ſung by him and the 1ſrae- 
lites to the honour of God, their great deliverer ; 
it is written in the fifteenth Chap. of Exodus. 
And the ſong they ſing, who have gotten the 
victory over the beaſt, and over his image, ſeems 
to be called the ſong of doſes ; not becauſe it was 
exactly that very AJ which was made and ſung 
by him, as appears from the text, and the follows 
ing verſe, compar'd with the 15th of Exodus; but 
becauſe it was of the ſame nature, and ſung upon 
the like occaſion of a wonderful diſappointment 
glven by the providence of God to the enemies of 
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* When St. Jon mentions the worſhip of thoſe, who ap- 
r'd to him in his viſions, it is very obſervable, that 
generally deſcribes it, as perform'd after the Fewiſh man- 
ner; and it is well known, that harps were appointed to 
be uſed by the Fews in their folemn praiſes ; therefore theſe 
conquerors, who ſing praiſe to God in my text, are ſaid to 
have the harps of God: Theſe are ſtil d his harps, to denote 


their excellency, according to the Hebrew idiom, which is 


very common in the writings of the New Teſtament. 
his 


their pr and piety, upon the occaſion of 
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his name; and deliverance granted to his churcl 
= cope As they ſing the ſong of Moſes the 
ervant of God, that is, a ſong of praiſe to 
God, for the kind interpoſure of his providence 
in their favour, whereby the power of their 
enemies was broken: So they ſing the ſug of 
the Lamb, that is, they ling the praiſes of the 
Lamb, who was ſlain, and redeemed them unto God 
out of every kindred, tongue, and people, and 
mation. | 
Though Chriſt is ſaid to be the Lamb ſlain from 
the foundation of the world, Rev. xiii. 8. both 
with reſpect to the efficacy of his ſacrifice, and 
the typical repreſentations that were given of it; 
yet our redemption by the death of the Lamb, was 
not ſo clearly diſcover'd to Moſes the [ervant of 
God, as it is to thoſe who have been favour'd with 
the Goſpel Revelation: They can ſing of their 
being actually redeem'd by Chriſt's giving his life 
a ranſom for them, which Moſès was not capa- 
ble of doing, therefore the character of new is 
given to the ſong of the Lamb, Rev. v. 9. and when 
this is ſaid to be join'd to the ſong of Moſes, 
it is to denote, that a temporal deliverance, ſuch 
as Moſes ſung, does furniſh Chriſtians with a 
very happy opportunity to offer praiſe for 
_ eternal redemption, which Chriſt has ob- 
tain'd. 
4; The character and title aſcrib'd to God upon 
this occaſion, deſerve to be conſidered, Lord God al- 
mighty, and King of ſaints. The epithet of al- 
mighty was very congruous to the great and mar- 
vellous works which are here celebrated; and King 
of ſaints is a title very agreeable to the bright dil- 
covery which God had given of his tender con- 
cern for them, and power to prote& them _ 

I the 
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the malice of their enemies, for which he is 
prais d *. ; | 

z. The matter that is here ſung is worthy of our 
attention : Great aud marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God emighty, juſt and true are thy ways, thun King 
of ſaints. * Thy works, and thy ways are ve- 
« Ty becoming the perfections of thy nature, and 
« the relations wherein thou ſtandeſt ro the faints, 
« What thou doſt for them, and againſt their 
« enemies, ſhews the greatneſs of thy might: that 
« no one can harden himſelf againſt thee and proſ- 
per: that no caſe can be ſo dangerous, as to 
« render truſting in thee uſeleſs: thou fulfilleſt 
« thy promiſes to the ſaints, who ſubject them- 
te ſelves to thy will, and rely upon thee for 
« ſafety; and thou executeſt thy righteous 
« threatnings upon their foes, in ſpite of all op- 
« poſition, 

The Words being thus explain'd, afford us 
theſe two Obſervations | 


I. That the providential deliverancet, granted by 
God to his Church and people, from the power 
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* We find age of praiſe addreſs d to the Lamb, and the 
{me characters aſcrib'd to him, that are given to the Father 
t in this book, as Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, 
* Chap. i. 11. and why may not Chriſt be included in the 
| character af Lord God almighty, and in the title of King of ſaints ? 
i Why may not he be ſtiled almighty, by whom all things were made? 
Joh, i. 3. who is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf ? Phil. iii. 2 r. 
and is it not moſt probable, that he is the ſpeaker in Rev. i. 
8. who ſtiles himſelf the almighty ? Surely it will be readil 
granted, that the title of King of ſaints ſuits him wel 
When the ſoug of Moſes is mentioned, it is added the ſervant 
of God, but there is no ſuch addition to the name of the 
Lamb ; and does not this ſeem to intimate to us, that they 
bad different intereſts in their reſpeRive ſongs ? 


and 


(3) 
and malice of their enemies, juſtly call for their 
joy and praiſe. 

II. That it is very proper for them to take occaſ;. 

| on from ſuch deliverances to reſvice in, and offer 

praiſe for their ſpiritual redemption by Chriſt Je- 

ſus. The ſong of Moſes ſhall lead them to the 
ſong of the Lamb. 


I. The providential deliverances granted by God to 
his church and people, from the power and malice of 
their enemies, juſtly call for their joy and praiſe. 
The deliverance of the children of 1ſrael at the 
Red Sea, which occaſioned that ſong of Moſes 
to which my text refers, was a very eminent one: 
and fuch without doubt, muſt that be, which 
thoſe worthies ſung, of whom my text ſpeaks, 
The dreadful judgments of God did ſo reduce 


their antichriſtian enemies, as to render them in- 


capable of executing their vile deſigns and tho' 


there be no ſuch extraordinary circumſtances at- 
tending the eſcape of God's people out of the 
hands of thoſe, who would * them; yet it 
gives him a juſt claim to their ſongs of praiſe, as 
will appear, if we conſider, 

I. That much of his perfections is to be ſeen herein. 
The Providence of God 1s not always equally vi- 
ſible in the deliverances of his Church, from the 
rage of thoſe who would lay it waſte ; yet they 
all bear ſome __ Impreſſions and marks of the 
— of their glorious author; as particu- 
yy 

1. Of his power. (I ſhall mention only ſuch 
of the divine perfections as are pointed to in my 
text.) and it's very obſervable, how the power 
of God is celebrated herein; great and marvelous 
are thy works, Lord God almi hty. His Church is 
a little flock, bur its trend are powerful and 
| numerous: 
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numerdus: How glorious an inſtance then of his 
power is its defenſe and preſervation 7 that it has 
not been deſtroyed long ago, is no leſs won- 
derful, than that the burning buſh was not con- 


ſum' d. 


God does not ſee fit to let the wrath of thoſe, 


who always hate his people, break out at all times 


upon them with equal fierceneſs: It ſeemeth good 
unto him ſometimes to ſuffer them to be attack d 
with great fury; and commonly his appearance 
for them is deferr'd, till they are brought to great 
extremities, that his power may be more conſpi- 
cuous in their ſalvation. 
- Thus it was with the children of J1fraeh; 
when God favour'd them with that deliverance, 
which occaſion'd the ſong of Moſes : they were 
driven to great ſtraits : the Egyprians, a formidable 
hoſt, were behind them, the ſea was before them; 
which way ſoever they look'd, an eye of ſenſe 
beheld nothing but deſolation. Their enemies 
thought themſelves ſure of them. Exod. xv. 9. 
The enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I 
will divide the ſpoil: my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon 
them, I will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall alen 
them. And the murmuring words of the //7aclites 
declare that they expected nothing but death. 
Exod. xiv. 11. They ſaid unto Moſes, becauſe there 
were no graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to 


die in the wilderneſs * And indeed their caſe was 


ſuch, that they had nothing to do, but to wait 
for the ſalvation of the Lord; to which they are 
directed in the 13th verſe, And Moſes ſaid unto 
the people, Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalva- 
tion of the Lord, which he will ſhew to you to day. 
When all help and hope from creatures fail'd them, 
God made himſelf known unto them as an almighty 
Saviour. This is the uſual method he takes in 
B | delivering 
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delivering his people out of the hands of their 
„R. . it ſhall be light, lays God, 
Zech. xiv. 7. that is, when men expect increa- 
ſing darkneſs, the Lord makes light break In upon 
his people, to the confuſion o adverſaries, and 
their own joy; he is ſeen on the mount of diffi- 
culty ; he faves his ſaints at fuch a time, and in 
ſuch a manner, as makes it appear to be his own 
work, as manifeſts his almighty power. Surely 
then they ſhould ling his praiſes, and give him 
the glory of their deliverance. 

2. The wiſdom of God ſhines with great bright- 
veſs herein. The works of God, whereby his peo- 
ple are delivered out of the hands of their ene- 
mies, are marvellous, as well as great; they dif- 
cover ſurprizing wiſdom. How often does God 
turn the policy of oppreſſors and per ſecutors upon 
themſelves? They are frequently caught in thoſe 
ſnares, which were very artfully laid for the faith- 
ful ſervants of God. He makes the wrath of man 
to praiſe him * This is ſo over-rul'd by him, as 
to make it contribute to the ſalvation of thoſe 
whoſe ruin man intends. 

That which ſeems to an eye of ſenſe, to be a 
piece of miſ- conduct, and to give the enemies of 
the ſaints an advantage over them; God makes it 
ſometimes to conduce to their eſcape, and the ut- 
ter overthrow of their adverſaries. 

Pharaoh imagin d that the Children of 1/7ael's 
going 1nto the wilderneſs of the Red Sea, when 
they left Egypt, was very much in his favour; 
that they would be intangled herein +, and become 
an eaſy prey unto him; and this help'd to harden 
his Heart, and to haſten his deſtruction. Thus 


* 


* Pſiim Ixxvi. . I Exod, xiv, 3. 


God 
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God does very often over-reach the counſels, and 
confound the devices of thoſe who ſeek the hurt 
of his 5 by methods which men are apt to 
judge concerted ; ſo that the fooliſhneſs of God, 
as the Scripture ſays, is wiſer than men, 1 Cor. i. 25. 
The deliverances, which the providence of God 
works for his Church, are not the effects of meer 
power, but of power under the direction of infi- 
1 wiſdom, which gives a beauty and luſtre to 


They manifeſt the juſtice of God. His ſaints 

15 d e Nich an . to ſing, as 

they do in my text, jaſt are thy ways. Juſtice 

is a glorious attribute of the divine being; power 

and wiſdom, without this, would not be very 
amiable. 

It has often exercis'd the minds of thoſe who 


love God, how to account for the proſperity of 


thoſe by whom he has been long affronted ; and 
they have been greatly injur'd, ſo as to make it 
conſiſt with his juſtice. This greatly perplex'd 
the prophet Jeremiah, Chap. xii. 1. Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee: yet let me 
tall with thee of thy judgments : wherefore doth the 
way of the wicked proſper ?* wherefore are all they hap- 
py that deal very treacherouſly ? but the deliverances 
which God works for his people, helps to clear 
this en by the judgments he brings upon 
their oppreſſors, be gives undeniable —— of his 
being a God that judgeth in the earth &. 

It is a righteous thing with God, to recompenſe tri- 
bulation to them that trouble his faithful ſervants ; 
and the rebukes which he gives them in the courſe 
of his providence, whereby his perſecuted ones 


* Pſalm lviii. 11, 
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(2) 
are freed from their tyranny, are manifeſt token; 
of his righteous judgment f. How gloriouſly did 
the divine righteouſneſs appear in drowning Pharaoh 
and his hoſt, when they were furiouſly purſuin 
the children of 1/acl, whom they ha confines 
to diſmiſs ? And we find the juſtice of thoſe ca- 
lamities, endur'd by Anti-Chriſtian powers, where- 
by the ſaints obtain their liberty, applauded and 
prais'd. Rev. xvi. 5, 6, 7. J heard the angel ſay, 
thou art riglreous, O Lord, which art, and waſt, 
A Aud ſhall be, becauſe thou haſt judged thus, for they 
have ſhed the blood of thy ſaints and prophets, and 
thou haſt given them blood to drink : for they are 
worthy. And I heard another angel ſay, even ſo, 
Lord God almighty, true and righteous are thy judg- 
115. | 
4. The truth of God is another attribute, which the 
deliverances granted to his Church, help to illuſtrate. 
His ways, with op 1s to theſe, are hot only jaſt, 
but true; ſo it is ſung in my text, juſt and true 
are thy ways. As his juſtice appears in the execu- 
tion of threatned vengeance upon his enemies, ſo 
does his truth in the accompliſhment of thoſe pro- a 
miſes which he has made to his people. : 


God has made with them an everlaſting covenant, ? 
ordered in all things and ſure. He has promiſed to ' 
remove their troubles in due time, as well as to t 
give them ſtrength anſwerable to their day, that the 4 
rod of the wicked ſhall not reſt, that is, always 6 


abide upon the lot of the righteous : leſt they put forth 60 
their 2 unto 4 15 ſalm =_ =; 2 he 
will not ſuffer them to be tempted above what they 
are able : but will with the temptation alſo make 4 
way to eſcape, 1 Cor. x. 13. But the infinitely 
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wiſe Sovereign ſees fit ſometimes to defer the fal- 


vation of his. people; he ſuffers their enemies to 


revail over them for a conſiderable while ; and 
zhen they have no proſpect of relief from long 
and grievous ſufferings, unbelief is apt to wall 
in them, as it did in Aſaph, who ſaid in the like 
caſe, doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? Pſal. Ixxvii. &. 
And their adverſaries are ready to ſcoff, and ſay, 
where is God, your deliverer? But he will 8 
it evident, that he is not anmindful of his covenant, 
that his faithfulneſs doth not fail. The promis'd 
falvation ſhall come in its proper ſeaſon, and vin- 
dicate divine truth; ſo that the remporabdeliverances 
of the ſaints call for their ſongs of joy and praiſe ; 
becauſe much of the perfectigns of God is to be 
ſeen in them, particularly of his power, wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and truth. | 

I. is hardly poſſible for any one that conſiders 
the wort and ways of God, which relate to the 
ſafety of his people, to overlook his goodneſs. 
Whenever the Church is deliver'd, it appears a 
monument of mercy; but the conſideration of this, 
J ſhall refer to the next head. 

2. God manifeſts his great care of the ſaints, when 
they are _— his providence out of the hands of 
their enemies. This is ſignify'd by the title given 
him in my text, juſt and rrue are thy ways, thou 
King of ſaints. © They have ſworn allegiance to 
ce thee, and thou haſt engag'd to defend them from 
ce the fraud and violence of thoſe that hate them: 
« What condeſcention 1s it in thee, to concern 
cc thy ſelf for creatures ſo unworthy as the moſt 
ce ſanctify'd on earth are? What a happineſs is it 
« to ſuch feeble creatures, that thou haſt under- 
te taken their protection from thoſe, whoſe ten- 
der mercies are cruel, who would deprive them 
Hof ineſtimable privileges? 9 


UC 
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The adverſaries of the church of God conteſt 
his right to this title of King 1 ſaints : They 
claim a dominion over their conſciences, and 
to their ſouls, bow down that we m4 go over * : They 
would have them believe and act with reſpe to 
their eternal concerns as they think fat to pre- 
ſcribe; but real ſaints aſſert God's ſole right to the 
government of their underſtandings, to form the 
rule of their faith and worſhip ; their rejecting 
the authority of men in matters of religion, is the 
chief ground of their quarrel with them. It is 
upon th account principally, that violence is of. 
fer'd to their perſons, and inroads made upon their 
civil rights and liberties ; therefore God appears as 
King of ſaints, when he defeats thoſe who endea- 
vour to diſtreſs and*bring them into bondage ; he 
vindicates the rights of theſe his ſubjects, as well 
as his own prerogative. 

The welfare of God's people is greatly concern'd 
in the diſappointment that is given to the deſigns 
of thoſe who would enſlave their minds. It is 
their great privilege to be ſubject only to an 
wiſe and good God, in thoſe things which 
immediately ref; Ki their ſalvation, and the ſolemn 
ſervice which they owe him; and he acts like a 
gracious Sovereign, when he frees them from the 
impoſitions and uſurpations of fallible and paſſionate 

men. 
Thus T have endeavour'd to ſhew, that the pro- 
vidential deliverances which God grants to his people, 
call for their ſongs of joy and praiſe. They leo 
ver a great deal of his perfections, and manifeſt his 
tender care of the ſaints. 


Ia. Ii. 23. 
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Give me leave to «ppl theſe things to our con- 
WT ſnfble of 


1, What has been ſaid ſhould make us 
our obligations to ſing the praiſes of God, upon the 
account of what he has done for ut, on this day. 
I hope none can be offended at my ſaying, that 
God hath wrought a great deliverance for us, by 
the acceſſion of our rightful ſovereign King George to 
the government of theſe nations The conduct 
of perſons that were in high ſtations, ſuf- 
ficiently juſtify'd our fears, that there was a de- 
ſign laid to ſet him and the proteſtant ſucceſſion 

de, by bringing in the pretender upon us: nor 
could the moſt melancholy form worſe apprehen- 
ſions of our condition, than really it would have 
been, if they had not met with a diſappoint- 
ment. N 2: | 
I would not attempt to awaken your paſſions 
againſt your fellow-creatures ; that is very unbe- 
coming the character of a Goſpel miniſter. What 
I aim at, is to increaſe your abhorrence of thoſe 
principles and practices which brought us into ve- 
ry imminent danger, and to ſtir up your grati- 
tude, by putting you in mind of ir. A perſecu- 
ing ſpirit began to exert itſelf againſt us, conſide- 
rable encroachments were made upon our civil and 
religions rights and liberties, and if we might be- 
leve the threatwings of our enemies, more were 
ſhortly intended. Burt theſe, though very griev- 
ous, would have been only the ſmall beginnings 
of ſorrow, if one train'd up in all the ſapey- 
8 and cruelties of popery had aſcended the 
Ione. 

The ſevere edifts publiſh'd in a neighbour na- 
tion, againſt the few remains of our proteſtant bre- 
thren there, tell us what we muſt have expected 
rom a popiſh bigor ; but when the hopes of our 

3 enemies 


( x6) 
enemies were high, and our fears very great, God 
commanded 1 by giving us a King, too 
_ wiſe not to know upon what account 
— * were laid upon us, and too good to ſuffer the 
continuance of them, who is not only tender of the li- 
berties of his own ſubjects, but employs his great 
power and influence for the benefit of others under 
oppreſſion and perſecution, whoſe government is re- 
markably own'd and bleſs'd by God. What 
peace, what plenty do we enjoy under him ? Have 
we not then abundant reaſon, to ſay, Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God almighty ; ju 
and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints* 
The mercy of this day was ſo ſurprizing, that 
we were like thoſe that dream *, and ſo were our 
enemies ; they were filled with aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion ; they had no power to make oppoſiti- 
on to our Sovereign taking the poſſeſſion of theſe 
realms; which perhaps would have been more 
likely ro ſucceed, than their rebellious attempts 
to dethrone him. 

Let the remembrance of theſe things excite our 
joy and praiſe, let us take care, that our joy upon 
this occaſion does not carry us to any excelles diſ- 
honourable to God; which brings me to another 
reflection. | 

2. If we would have our ſongs of praiſe to God 
for our deliverances pits EY! 7 ſee to it, 
that we be his ſervants, as Moſes was. How can 
God be pleas d with our ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
bis ſervant, if we are not devoted to his ſervice? 
The praiſes of God ſound ill in their mouths up- 
on ſolemn occaſions, whoſe common converſation is 
offenſive to him. He accounts himſelf mocked 
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with what view 
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and affronted by them; therefore if we would have 
God's favourable notice of our praiſes, let us take 
care to order our converſation aright x. His delis 
verance of us, lays us under ſtrong obligations to 
ſerve him. May our gracious God forgive us, 
that we have been ſo negligent of our duty to 
him! have we not ated in too many inſtances, as 
if we had been ſaved to ſin againſt him? May 
he grant unto ws, that we; being delivered ont of the 
hands of onr enemies, might ſerve him without fear, 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days 
of our life t. 

z. Let us be careful to remember the works of 
God, after we have ſung his praiſes. 

The children of 1ſrael, who join'd with Moſes 
the ſervant of God, in ſinging his praiſes for that 
amazing ſalvation which was wrought for them 
at the Red Sea, are charg'd with being ſoon for- 
getful of his works. Pſal. cvi. 12, 13. They ſang 
his praiſes ; they ſoon forgat his works. We are not 
to underſtand hereby, their loſing all remembrance 


of them, but they acted as if they had been quite 


gone out of their memory. When new difficul- 
ties occurr'd, they murmur'd, and expreſs'd a 
preat diſtruſt of God: One would be ready to 
conclude from their carriage upon ſuch occaſions, 


that they had never experienc'd his power and 


goodneſs. 

Let us watch againſt ſuch a baſe and diſinge- 
nuous ſpirit and behaviour. I deſpair of ſceing 
the time, when there ſhall be no complaints. The 
tempers of men are ſo various, their intereſts ſo 
claſhing, that it is not poſſible for any government 
adminiſtration to pleaſe all. Peace and plenty 
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areapt to make perſons wanton, ſo that they know 
not what would ſatisfy them; and —__ ing that 
ſome of us might think our ſelves under grievan- 
ces, ſhould not the conſideration of God's won- 
derful works of mercy to us, prevent our diſcon- 
tent, and encourage our addreſſes to him, and de- 
pendance upon him for relief? 

4. We may learn from what we have heard, the 
happineſs of the ſaints. The Lord God almighty is 
their King, they are under his care and protection. 
Saint has been for ſome time a rerm of ridicule 
and reproach amongſt us, which is to be lament- 
ed; and it is to be fear'd, that the conduct of 
ſome pretending to this character, being very un- 
ſuitable to it, has contributed not a little, to bring 
it into contempt. However, real ſaints are very 
honourable, and happy perſons. God has a great 
regard to them, he vouchſafes to be their King, not 
only to rule, but to defend them. 

It is the happineſs of a people to have a wiſe, 
a powerful, a juſt, and gracious prince ſet over 
them; yet the excellencies of the beſt of creatures 
in this world have mixtures of imperfection: But 
God is all perfection; all his ways are juſt aud 
true, and his works great and marvellous. If we 
ſpeak of ſtrength, lo, 50 is ſtrong *, and his under- 
_— is infinite f; he cannot miſtake the true 
intereſt of his people, or take any wrong ſteps 
in the government of them. How great ſoever 
their dangers are, he can eaſily give them ſuccour 
and ſhelter. Thrice happy they, who have ſuch a 
King, not only to govern, but to watch over 
them: this is the bleſſedneſs of all true ſaints; and 
if we would be partakers of it, let it be our care, 


— 


* Job. ix. 19. Pſalm cxlvii. 5. 


that 


(9) 


that we ſincerely reſign our ſelves to the will of 
God, that we heartily comply with all his com- 
mandments, and put our whole truſt in him; 
that we be ſaints, not in profeſſion only, but 
reality. | 

I proceed to the ſecond Obſervation. 

2. It is very proper that the people of God ſhould 
rejoice in, offer praiſe for their ſpiritual redemp- 
tion by Chriſt Feſus, when they are bleſſing him for 
providential deliverances. The ſong of Moſes ſhould 
lead them to the ſong of the Lamb. The great fal- 
vation, which the Lamb has purchas'd for them, 
ſhould be much upon their minds; they ſhould 
be full of a ſenſe of their obligations to him ; 
therefore they ſhould be always ready to engage 
in his praiſes ; ſurely then, ſo fair an occaſion for 
this, as ſome remarkable interpoſure of God's pro- 
vidence for their deliverance, ſhould not be neg- 
lected by them. They have the greateſt reaſon 
to ſay, with reſpect to their redemption by Chriſt, 
Great aud marvellous are thy works, Lord God al- 
mighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints, The following conſiderations will ſuffei⸗ 
ently prove this. 190 

I. The perfections of God, manifeſted by any tem- 
poral deliverance granted to the ſaints, appear much 
more gloriouſiy in their redemption through Chriſt 
Teſus. The diſcoveries made to ſinful men of the 
glory of God, before the appearance of Chriſt, were 
but obſcure, in com ty, 4 of thoſe, with which 
Chriſtians have been hereby favour'd. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
For God, wha commanded light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſt, hath ſhined into our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, It is the privilege of all under the 
Goſpel, to behold with open face, as in a glaſs, the 
glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18, The heavenly hoſt, 
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at the birth of Chriſt, ſung glory 10 God in the 
 bigheſt, Luke ii. 14. 

How is the power of God diſplay d, in that 
conqueſt which Chriſt gain'd over fin and Satan, 
in redeeming his choſen people from all the pow- 
ers of hell, when they were ſtrongly fortify d in 
the poſſeſſion of them? Their almighty Saviour 
led captivity captive: he ſpoiled principalities, and 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them, 
Col. ii. 15. and the method wherein this was ef. 
fected, ſeem'd weak and unpromiling to ſuch as 
pretended to a great deal of wiſdom. Chriſt cruci- 

'd was to the Fews a ſtumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs : but unto them which are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Chrift the power of God, 
and the wiſdon of God, becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God 
is wiſer than men: and the weatneſs of God is ſtronger 
than men, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24, 25. 

How has God abounded towards us in all wiſdom 
and prudence in the way of ſalvation by Chriſt Feſus *? 
It is fo contrived, that mercy is exalted without 
any detriment to the honour of the divine juſtice, 
Though finners be juſtify'd, their fins are abun- 
dantly condemn'd ; ſo that the law of God is ma- 
nify'd and made honcurable f. 

As the redemption of the ſaints by Chriſt Feſus, is 
a work of preat power, and a contrivance of marvel- 
lous wiſdom, ſo the juſtice and truth of God are 
hereby clearly diſcovered. The death of the Lamb 
is the highelt inſtance of divine juſtice that ever 
the world knew. God's not ſparing his own Son, 
when he took upon him the ſins 4 his people, mani- 
telts the utmoſt abhorence of fin, that he is moſt 
ſtrictly juſt. Many were the promiſes which God 
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made to his people relating to their ſalvation by 
Chriſt Feſus, be ore he came into the world, and 
they were all punctually fulf!l'd in him. He 


was the mercy promis d to the fathers, as Zechariat 


ſaid, Luke i, 72. mercy and truth meet together *, 
and kiſs each other K the el pan; ſo that 
the perfectious of God, manifeſted by any temporal 
po ts wrought for his ſaints, ſhine Ska 
greater glory in their redemption by the Lamb. 

2, This is a much higher expreſſion of his good will 
to them, than any ſuch deliverance can he. Nothing 
in this world can be equal to thoſe evils, from 
which Chriſt has ſav d his people: The moſt 
grievous tyranny that is poſſible for men to exer- 
ciſe the ſoreſt ſufferings endur'd from them, arg 
light in compariſon of fin and eterna] miſery, from 
which Chriſt has, redeem'd the ſaints. The 
choiceſt privileges of this life, as liberty and pro- 
perty, which temporal deliverances can ſecure to 
them, are not worthy to be compared with the 
bleſſings which they receive through the death of 
the Lamb. Being made free by the Son, they are free 
indeed, John vii. 36. He came into the world that 
they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly, John x. 10. 

Does God cut off princes and lay their honour 
in the duſt ? Does he ſacrifice whole nations to 
procure the _ of his Church? 7. xliu. 3. J 

ave Epypt for thy ranſom, Ethiopia and Seba 
* Var * 1s es to — gift of his fo 
begotten Son? God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son : that whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 
John iii. 16. Well then might the angels ting at 
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the birth of Jeſus, good will rowards men, Luke ii. 
14. And is it not reaſonable that the expreſſions 
of this good will in temporal deliverances, ſhould 
conduct and raiſe the 5 of the ſaints to 
the higheſt inſtance of it, their redemption by Chriſt 

Teſs * | 

3- The reſcue of the people of God, from the wrath 
of their — = — 72 t 5 . 
fair occaſion, to offer praiſe for their ſpiritual redemption 
33 death fg. Lamb ; becauſe it is by the 
power of the Lamb, who was ſlain, that their tem- 

= - poral deliverances are effected. He appear'd to John 
| in one of his viſions, in the midſt of the throne, as 
a Lamb that had been ſlain, Rev. v. 6. His being 
in the midſt of the throne, denotes that he is in the 
ſſeſſion of authority and power, which is high- 
ly approv'd of by the vaſt multitude of thoſe who 
were ſeen by the Apoſtle ſurrounding the throne. 
He heard them ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing, v. 12. 

The Son of God, who was mad: a little lower than 
the angels, for the ſuffering of death, is crowned with 
glory and honour, Heb. 11. 9. He who humbled 

imſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs, is highly exalted, and hath a name 
iven him above every name; that at the name of 
Teſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth, 
Phil. 11. 8, 9, 10. The bleſſed Redeemer is king 
of nature, as well as of grace, and of glory. No- 
thing comes to paſs in this world, but by his per- 
miſſion and appointment. He is not only the 
head of the Church, he is moreover head over all 
things to the Church, Eph. i. 22. The power with 
which he is inveſted, is particularly deſign'd for 
I their 
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their good, who have been ranſomed by him as well 
as his own honour, that he might give eternal life to 
as many as the Father hath given him, John xvii. 2. 

This is a moſt delightful conſideration to all 
the followers of the Lamb; that he who has given 
them ſo ſtrong a proof of his love, as to lay 
down his life for them, is the great governor of all 
things; that he who did ſbed his blood to redeem 
them from ſin, and hell, has the care and manage- 
ment of their temporal deliverances ; therefore 
when their Savioxr exerts his power, to fruſtrate 
the purpoſes of thoſe who would trouble them on 
this earth, their praiſes for this their preſent re- 
lief, very naturally lead them to ſing their eternal 
redemption which he has obtain'd. 

When the faithful ſervants of God were ſealed, 
that they might be ſecur'd from the evils which 
were coming upon the earth, there was a loud 
aſcription of ſalvation in general to the Lamb, Rev. 
vii. 10. and — cry'd with a loud voice, ſaying: Sal- 
vation to our God, which ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb. To the Lamb belongs the 
glory of defending thoſe who follow him, from 
the calamities of time, and from endleſs torments. 

4+ The providential deliverances of the ſaints are 
render d much more valuable and delightful by their 
eternal redemption through Chriſt Feſus. The evils 
from which they are freed in this world, conſi- 
der'd in themſelves, are of no great importance: 
Our Saviour teaches his diſciples, not to be over- 
aw'd by any thing that the hand of man can in- 
flict, becauſe he can only kill the body * ; though 
this ſhould eſcape the violence of men, yet it muſt 


ſhortly die; and when the bodily life is finiſh- 
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there is an end of all the ſufferings, as well as 
* all the privileges of this world. When the 
ſouls of men are required of them, all the pro- 
perties they had here, are made void. This night 


thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee : then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be,which thou haſt provided? Luke xii. 20, 
The queſtion plainly implies, that they ſhould be 
his no longer. None can tell how ſoon they ſhall 
be — all their rights and liberties on 
this earth. It is certain, that the enjoy ment of 
them is not to be of long continuance to any of 
the ſons of Alam. And what ſatisfaction can 
uncertain and tranſient comforts yield them, if they 
conſider themſelves as the ſlaves of /in and Satan, 
as obnoxious to erernal woe? This muſt have been 
the condition of all mankind, if Chriſt had not 
come into the world to ſave ſinners, They are by 
nature children of wrath* ; of his wrath who is 
almighty : It is a fearful thing to fall into his hands t, 
he can puniſh with everlaſting deſtruction tt. 1 

All men have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory 5 
F God If. The holy law which they have bro- | 
ken, threatens them with death; juſtice calls for I; 
the execution of its righteous ſentence; and with- 2 
out a deliverance from ſuch danger, they could 
juſtly take no great pleaſure in the preſervation of 
the civil government under which they are plac'd, 
though it be never ſo well conſtituted, a gives 
them a claim to many privilepes in this life. 

But inaſmuch as the has fay'd the people 
of God from the wrath ro come **, by dying tor 
them, they may well rejoice when the tyrants and 
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to deprive them of their e ang liberties. _-The 
temporal deliverances granted to the ſaints, ſho 

be accounted as earneſts of à more gl 
rious and complete Galyation, with which they 
ſhall be bleſs'd; doubtleſs then, they ſhbuld nor 
DE TT ID TEES 
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5 . Ther 4 2 for temporal Fr are 
acceptable to God, only ough the merit of of the Lamb. 
The beſt of God's ſervants are anti) d bt 4 5 
part, in this life,, Many are the ſinful weaknel; 
ſes-which cleave unto them, while they are on 
this ſide heaven: Theſe attend them in all. their 
duties; every act of worſhip which they perform, 
favours too much of their remaining; corruptions. 
How unworthy of his favourable notice, who is 
exalted above all praiſe, are (pou ſongs: How 
do his praiſes x hu op lips? There is too 
often 1 diſcord 4. their hearts, wy 
their mouths, before the bleſſed work of praiſ 1 
finiſh'd. Perhaps they enter upon it wit 
lively ſenſe of x 6 divine perfections, and 1 ob- 
ligations to God; but * ſoon do their thoughts 
wander, and their affections abate of their warmth ? 
ſo that they ſee abundant reaſon, at the cloſe of 
the ſervice, to be aſhamed, and to cry to God for 
pardon. When the ſaiuts on earth are in the moſt 
devout and fervent frame, their offerings of praiſe 
are like themſelves, very imperfect, they would fur- 
niſh matter enough for their condemnation. 
| However, true Chriſtians ſhould not be dif- 
couraged ; they muſt not conclude from the. de- 
fects of their ſongs of praiſe, that the great God 
will not accept of them, for the blood of the Lamb 
cleanſeth from all ſin. This is infinitely meritori- 
ous, and recommends "_ ſincere, though weak 


per- 
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derfortances, to the gracious regard of ah in- 
finitely holy God: Theifore they are directed by 
the Goſpel, to rel — the merit of Chrif, for 
the acceptance of their ſervices, particularly of 
their praiſes, Col. iii. 17. Mharſoever "Je do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Feſus, giving 
thanks to God, and the Father by him. Heb. xin. 15, 
By him let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God conti- 
'wually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to 
bis name. And is it owing to the Lamb, that 
the praiſes of the ſaints do pleaſe God ? what then 
can be more reaſonable, than their ſinging the { 
of the Lamb, their giving praiſe for their — 
redemption through him, when they fing the ſong 
of Moſes, when they offer praiſe for temporal de- 
Hverances? If the Lamb had not been lain, their 
praiſes had been for ever rejected. | 
I hope it is now ſufficiently evident, that 
Chriſtians ſhould rejoice in, and give thanks for 
ſpiritual ſalvation by the Lord Feſus, when they 
are bleſſing God for ſafety and peace in this world, 
What remains is the | | 


. 


APPLICATION. 


1. We may infer from what has been ſaid, that it 
_ W to — an intereſt in the Lamb, 

nt ſſings 's redemption. Tf we live 
without Chrift, — 0 Anon things which God 
hath wrought for the ſecurity of our liberties 
and properties, will be in a great meaſure loſt up- 
on us, they ſhall in the end turn to our diſad- 
vantage, for hereby our future condenmation will be 
aggravated, 

It is fad to obſerve any of thoſe who are ſtre- 
nuous aſſertors of civil Ley tamely ſubmitting 
to the vileſt bondage ; yielding their members inſtr- 
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ments of unrighteonſneſs unto fin * : Walking accord» 
ing ro the prince of the power of the air t. Taken 
— by him at 7 — *t, As is the baſeſt bad 
moſt cruel of Tyrauts. It is à very melancholy 
ſight to behold perſons neglecting the moſt valu- 
able and excellent freedoms which Chriſt beſtows, 
while they expreſs a great dread of what tends 
to bring their country into ſlavery. What an 
b . part do they act, who are very zea- 
lous for their rights in this world, yet are groſly 
indolent as to their eternal intereſt? What a pity 
is it, that there ſhould be any amongſt them, who 
ſuffer inconveniencies in ne life, Pr * 
taining the ative of Chriſt, to appoint the rule 
of faith —— , careleſs of the — and life 
of Chriſtianity ? Their pleas for 2 2 
will be produc'd in judgment againſt them, who 
do _ cruple to . violate the plain commandments 

Chris. 172 | 
, The free exerciſe of our religion, the undiſturb'd 
uſe of Goſpel ordinances, 1s an invaluable advantage 
that we enjoy under the preſent government In this 
we ought to rejoice, and this demands a large 
tribute of praiſe ; but how great will our guilt 
be, and how terrible our puniſhment, if we do 
not improve it, if we continue in our fins, and 
neglect the great ſalvation that is ſo often recom- 
mended to us ? ite 

I it poſſible that the things which are this day 
the matter of our joy and praiſe, ſhould hereafter 
increaſe our torments And is it not of the greateſt 
importance to us, to prevent ſo deplorable an iſ- 
ſue? Surely it is the deſire of all of us, that they 
may be the ſubjects of our eternal ſongs. Let us 


OO . 


„Rom. vi. 12. I Eph. il. 2. 2 Tim. il. 26. 


D 3 then 


. ($8) 
then without delay receive the atonement which 
Chriſt has made; let us commit our ſouls unto 
him, to be ſaved by him in his own. way, and 
from the heart obey that form of doctrine, which 
is delivered to us in the Scripture. Thus ſhall we 
be ſecured from condemnation, and to die, to us 
will be gain: when we depart from this land of 
night and liberty, where we are richly provided 
with'the conveniencies of life, we ſhall be admit- 
ted to a far better country, to regions of enaleſs and 
wimix'd bliſs. 


2. Would we know whether our temporal delive- 


rances are ſanttify'd to us; let us inquire whether 
they are effettual to increaſe our regards to, and eſteem 
of the Lamb. The ſong of Moſes ſhould introduce 
the ſong of the Lamb. IEF 

Chriſt Jeſus' has the ſtrongeſt claim to the high- 
eſt honours; he is an infinitely « glorious and excel- 
lent perſon. The divine oracles declare him to be 
over all, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. And 
how amazing is his love and condeſcention to ſin- 
ners? None can fully ſet forth the greatneſs of 
his abaſement and ſufferings for their redemption. 
They can never ſufficiently value and love him. 
He 1s worthy to receive glory and bleſſing. It is the 
_ ſcope and deſign of the Scriptures to exalt 

Im ; and this is the main intention of Providence 
in all its diſpenſations relating to the Church. The 
Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son; 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they ho- 
our the Father, John v. 22, 23. Whenever ven- 
geance is executed upon the adverſaries of God's 
people, and their cauſe is effectually pleaded, the 

nour of the Son is hereby intended; who ſat 


down on the right hand of the majeſty on high, after 
be had by himſelf purged our ſins, Heb. i. 3. Aud 
we may hope, that what divine Providence hath 

per 
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performed, is bleſs d unto us; if it be the means 
of raiſing our thoughts, and engaging our hearts 
more to Chriſt; if we are hereby brought to live 
more by faith him, and to entertain 
concern ſor his honour and intereſt. O that we 


| pon you to 
lament the wretched contempt of Chriſt, that is 
too viſible in the midſt of us. How many make 
light of him? How few pay thoſe practical ho- 
nours to him, which are indubitably his right ? 
This really gives a very uncomfortable pe. prey 
May we not fear, that the injur d honour of the 
Son will be vindicated by terrible things in righ- 
teouſneſs? If _ would have theſe _— let 
us be zealous and repent, praying earneſtly to the 
Father, that he — glorify his Son; and when 
we are ſinging the ſong: of Moſes, let us heartily 
{ing the Jong of the Lamb. 

3« 1s it the ſong of the Lamb that Chriſtians are 


creature 2 T 
= without doubt hi 
and theſe vertues were gloriouſly exemplify'd 
through the whole of his conduct on earth. He 
did not affect outward pomp and ſtate; he ſought 
not glory of men. When he was reviled, he re- 
viled not again : when be ſuffered, he threatned not, 
but committed himſelf to him that juageth righteouſly* . 
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With what patience did he bear the greateſt 
indignities? He pray d for his inhuman enemies, 
and made a favourable repreſentation of their con- 
duct towards him. Lale xxiii. 34. Father, forgive 
them,” for they know not what they do. What was 
foretold of him, was moſt plainly fulfilled in him. 
Ifa. liii. 7. He is _— a Lamb to the ſlaughter, 
and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he o- 

not his month. FR "6 | 
uch is his character, whoſe praiſes we are to 
ſing; and it is not to be imagined, that he is 
pleas'd and glorify d hereby, if our frame and 
carriage be directly contrary to that in him, which 
he expreſly recommends to our imitation, Marth. 
Xi. 29. Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart. If pride and envy, uncharitableneſs and 
revenge, prevail in our ſouls, and are very viſible 
in our lives, our ſongs of praiſe will do very little 
honour to the mba Theſe cannot prevent the 
ſcandal and reproach, which our want of confor- 
mity to him, will bring upon his name ; let us 
therefore take care to follow the Lamb, to imi- 
rate, to ſhew forth his vertues, particularly his 
meekneſs and humility, if we would have him 
glorify'd by our ſozgs. Thoſe who do not bear 
the image of the Lamb, who are not like him, 
cannot be acceptable to him in any ſervice they 


pertorm. 


2 

Laſtly, F we ſhould take occaſion from temporal 

deliverances to ſing — ſong of r * 
zainly it is very reaſonable we ſhould rejoice and glo 

in him, hen as the memorials, of what he hes of 

fered, for our redemption, are before us. Several of 

us hope to attend the enſuing day, on that ordi- 


nance, which Chriſt has appointed to ſhew * 
| L 
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bin death till he comes. Joy and praiſe are very 
ſuitable to that ſolemnity, therefore chriſtian wri- 
ters have frequently ſtil'd it the Euchuriſt, which 
denotes is rg Wh 

That we may be pr to ſing the 
the Lamb, when be F be ch ited 4 
as crucify'd in the ordinance of his ſigper let us 
labour to get our hearts affected with his 
let us, as far as we are capable, ſurvey the miſe- 
ries from which he has redeemed us; let us con- 
fider beforehand, what our ſalvation coſt him, and 
how unworthy we are of his grace, but all our 
endeavours will be ineffectual without his ſpirit ; 
let us therefore pray that he would help us under 
eur infirmi — and fill our "on with his tf, 
that he woul unto us the iſh, 
and cauſe us 2 in bis prall 9 
Nor ſhould it be our only care, that the tem- 
per of our minds be ſuch as it ought to be, while 
we are remembring the death of the Lamb; we 
ſhould be concerned to maintain upon our hearts 
a lively ſenſe of his love, to be daily conſtrain d 
by it, to deny our ſelves, and to live unto him, 
who died for us, and roſe again t. Let ns keep our 
felves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
eur Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life xXx. Ono 
him that loved us, and waſhed ns from our ſins 
in his own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and do- 
minion for ever and ever. Amen 1. 
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1 conquer'd, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect; witt 

14 an Account of the rich Variety of their Em- 
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